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A B S T R A CT  

To understand the current situation of  pension insurance participation rate and fairness among 

middle-aged and elderly people in China, and to explore the extent of  the contribution of  each 

influencing factor to the inequity of  pension insurance participation. Based on the data from the 

China health and retirement longitudinal survey, the inequity and the contribution of  each factor 

were analyzed using the concentration index and concentration index decomposition method. The 

participation rates of  middle-aged and elderly people in old-age insurance from 2011 to 2020 were 

10.54%, 81.34%, 74.20%, 89.39%, and 85.36%, respectively. The concentration indices of  old-age 

insurance participation rates from 2011 to 2020 were 0.1648, -0.0080, - 0.0263, -0.0057 and -0.0044. 

economic status, region, age, residence and education are the most important contributors to the 

inequity in pension insurance participation among middle-aged and elderly people. Pension 

insurance is mainly concentrated among people with poor economic status, indicating the pro-poor 

nature of  pension insurance in China. However, it is still necessary to continue to narrow the gap 

between the rich and the poor and the regional gap, to pay attention to the livelihood security of  

the elderly, to optimize the basic pension insurance system and to establish a precise participation 

service system, which is of  great significance to give full play to the advantages of  the pension 

insurance system and to reduce inequality. 
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